
Policy 2: Declaration on Plagiarism
As the global representation of political science students, we are committed to the highest
international standards of academic and scientific honesty. Therefore, we strictly refuse to
accept any piece of work, oral or written that is a product of plagiarism. We subscribe to the
definition of plagiarism of Oxford University, according to which:

“Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, with or without their
consent, by incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgement. All published and
unpublished material, whether in manuscript, printed or electronic form, is covered under this
definition. Plagiarism may be intentional or reckless, or unintentional.”1

We required our members and other followers who are considering to submit a paper to one
of IAPSS’ events, journals, or contribute to our blog, A Different View, to study the guidelines
of Oxford University or similar guidelines2 carefully and adhere to the referencing
requirements listed therein.

All IAPSS members and external reviewers of papers are obliged to report every suspected
instance of violation of standards of academic honesty to the respective IAPSS Board
member [Editor-in-Chief] in case of IAPSS publications, Academic Program Coordinator in
case of IAPSS conferences and other events]. Each of these instances will be examined
closely by the respective Board member and judged in consultation with the respective
member of the IAPSS Executive Committee.

Depending on the degree of seriousness of the offence, instances of plagiarism will result in
various sanctions, such as the immediate rejection of a submission to an IAPSS publication
without the right to submit a revised version, the refusal of the right to present the plagiarized
piece at an IAPSS event even with a valid registration, up to termination of membership in an
IAPSS structure or, in case of intentional offences, termination of IAPSS membership itself
in accordance with the IAPSS Statutes.

In case of doubt, do not hesitate to send your questions and inquiries related to academic and
scientific honesty to academic@iapss.org before you submit your paper or other contribution.

2 For example, University of Melbourne. 2016. “Academic honesty and plagiarism”. Available at [Accessed
May 9, 2020]: https://academichonesty.unimelb.edu.au.

1 University of Oxford. 2016. “Plagiarism”. Available at [Accessed May 9, 2020]:
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism?wssl=1. An act of plagiarism may but does
not necessarily violate copyright laws.
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