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Platform Statement for the Vice President for Academic Affairs

Candidature : Zinnia Aurora

Dear members of the International Association for Political Science Students,

I am Zinnia Aurora, a final year student of Economics and Political Science at St. Stephen’s

College, University of Delhi. I would like to hereby express my sincere interest in running for

the position of Vice President of Academic Affairs. Currently, I am serving as the Deputy

Head of Academic Affairs. Herein, I shall brief you on my work at IAPSS in the past 10

months, experiences that make me a suitable candidate, and the roadmap ahead.

In terms of relevant experience, I would like to shed light at a few things. Currently, I am

working as a Next Generation Champion to provide the United Kingdom Cabinet Committee

with actionable reforms in their foreign policy orientation with a group of a dozen other

champions. This October, I will be starting my MPhil in Politics and International Studies at

the University of Cambridge. My repertoire of relevant work experience includes a place at

the Unilever Future Leaders’ Programme in the Human Resources function; Research

conducted at the World Bank, Indian Institute of Public Administration, NITI Aayog (the

national planning organisation of the Government of India); Running my organisation called

‘PeaceX’ which is currently working in 119 countries on furthering Sustainable Development

Goals, in addition to collaborating on the literacy programme- Project BookPecker- with the

Government of Haiti.

As mentioned, I started working in the capacity of Deputy Head of Academics back in July of

2021. As someone who had been a speaker at one of the events of IAPSS Oceania back in

2020, I felt highly honoured to have been chosen for the same, especially since my keen

interest in the field and the might of the organisation brought a large bandwidth of

experiential learning and growing. Throughout, I had the opportunity to volunteer with

individuals who are doing the things I dream of, and manage teams which taught me a good

deal about dealing with the human resources and leadership aspect that goes into bringing

teams together for acculturing them to the work ethic of IAPSS whilst providing them with

the flexibility. I was also able to familiarise myself with different organs within the

organisation, direct the work of the internship candidate, look into the working of the ‘A

Different View’ Blog in addition to drawing a better future of the Student Research



Committees. With the support of the current Vice President - Melis Kirtilli, I was able to

work closely with and gain insights on the fields of political science I find interest in.

Through this journey, I was able to look into the procedures that are employed in taking

academic partnerships forward with diverse teams from across the world.

In terms of the work I did, I focused primarily on structuring the work that different

individuals under me were undertaking by inducing a management structure of trackers,

regular meetings and easier mediums of communication and feedback. I brought in the

system of ‘charters’ to make the work easily known and less hectic for the individuals

concerned. Additionally, I was able to witness the procedures at IAPSS for different

administrative processes. I was able to identify potential star-marked organs and individuals

that require special attention or improved mandates. Thus, I was able to familiarise myself

with the vast ambit of the Department and implement my vision in some of them. Lastly,

whilst working on the theme for the World Congress of 2022, I learned immensely from the

divergent views on the stretches and contractions the field of Political Science is noticing in

its contemporaneous form owing to an enormous simultaneity of changes and transformations

in political, economic, socio-cultural, technological interfaces thus involved.

Keeping my experience and interfacing with different organs in mind, I wish to lay down a

charter of things I would wish to improve on if given a chance. First, the IAPSS YouTube

channel has shown its potential with a shining number of subscribers’ count, in addition to

the new series that have been started. In all this, I wish to integrate the Department further in

terms of allowing different branches to represent themselves on a regular basis - talks, panels,

debates and more. This would not just decentralise the channel, but will also bring in

increased participation from students across the world. From what I have observed, all

volunteers in the Department come with a sheer love for the subject and have capable inputs

to put forward in this regard. I also wish to provide a more liberal access to non-conventional

theory and also make the channel geographically and socially inclusive in the theorists it

calls, a move that has already begun within the organisation.

Secondly, I wish to add, in my humble way, to the procedural nuances of the Academic

Department. This would be in terms of laying forward weekly and monthly goals for the

different organs and their personnel. This would ensure a transparent work distribution whilst

bringing in efficiency in the way work is organised.



Thirdly, I would like to put in some serious effort into the Student Research Committees. I

have already begun my work on this with the new SRC Coordinator. In my vision for the

same, we wish to identify the preferences of members, conduct fresh recruitments, hold

elections for the Chairpersons and move forward on their respective research, which is again,

planned with a vision statement from each SRC. My focus will also be on regional SRCs

which I propose to provide a platform on our YouTube channel.

Ergo, keeping the above experiences and strategies in mind, I hope that I will be able to hail

the Academic Department, with the Department personnel and Executive Committee

members, into further enhancement of its ambit. I shall place sincere priority on listening to

the interests, suggestions, and demands of the IAPSS members.

I am looking forward to witnessing the opportunities the next mandate will bring to the

Academic Department and IAPSS.

Yours sincerely,

Zinnia Aurora


