
PLATFORM STATEMENT

The pursuit and realisation of transformative social impact require opportunities and platforms that
would provide a level-playing field for motivated young global citizens to pursue their objectives.
Undoubtedly, the International Association for Political Science Students does not only serve as a
conduit for impact delivery but also provides a support ecosystem needed to drive academic and
professional goals. This testimonial draws me to the Association and propels my commitment to its
broad objectives. Furthermore, I share IAPPS’ vision of stirring individual consciousness towards
the creation of “improved political and social environments”. This is signaled by my past and extant
embrace of opportunities through which I can acquire and demonstrate skills needed to shape a
world that is desired by all.

Furthermore, across learning sites and spaces, I have interacted with students in the field of
Political Science and other allied disciplines. During my undergraduate study, I served as a Student
Representative in the Department of Political Science, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, for four
years. Not only did this position refine my leadership skills, but it also brought me much closer to
the needs and priorities of students in the field of Political Science. Also, during my study at the
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), I sat on the Student Education Panel of
the institution, where I and other panelists across the university, lent our voices to pressing issues
as they concern student education experiences. Through this platform, we amplified the voices of
minoritised groups at LSE. We discussed topics covering assessment; community and belonging;
in-person, online and blended learning; inclusive education; student wellbeing and support; and
student voice, representation, and partnership. I was also a member of the LSE International
Development Society, where we plan and coordinate events for members of the development
community at LSE. These experiences lend evidence to the wealth of knowledge I have drawn from
interacting with the student community across academic fields and countries.

My journey at IAPSS started in 2020 as Projects and Event Coordinator of the Africa Region, after
which I was handed the mandate to steer the wheel of the association in Africa, as Chair. About this
time last year, I ran for the Africa Chair position on a SHIFT agenda where I sought to pursue
Solutions to the development needs of the African continent; Holistic impact spread across Africa;
Inclusive leadership and representation; First Class opportunities for students of political science;
and Technologically-mediated access, networking, mobilisation and impact. My pursuit of this vision
alongside the Africa executive team yielded incredible results as summarised below:

1. We hosted series of events on subjects of pressing concern to Africa, cutting across
climate change in Africa; youth and governance; peace and development; and militarisation.
These events were largely attended by students, early career researchers and industry
professionals in the field of political science.

2. We moved towards expanding the IAPSS network in Africa by seeking partnerships with
existing national and professional bodies of political science. This led us to secure a
partnership agreement with the largest national association of political science students in
Africa - Nigeria’s National Association for Political Science Students (NAPSS), as well the
National Associations at Zambia, Cote d'Ivoire and Egypt. Consultations are ongoing with a
few others which we hope will be finalised in a few months. This leap has been instrumental
in granting IAPSS more visibility across these countries and has made the body more
appealing to the political science student community.



3. We prioritised the need to engage our target audience by tapping into the privileges of
digital technologies. For this cause, we developed a social media strategy that informed our
creation of IAPSS Africa LinkedIn and Instagram pages, in addition to our existing
Facebook and Twitter pages. The massive following that these social media accounts have
attracted in the last year stands as one of our key achievements.

4. We have been able to secure more memberships from students from a spread of African
countries than it has been before. Increasingly, more students and professionals are
interested in identifying with the association and with our vision for Africa.

Having pursued and achieved the foregoing, I reckon that there is a pressing call for more
responsibility which I respond to at this time. The call here is to build on the foundation that we
have laid in the past year. I seek to take forward our SHIFT Agenda which focuses on building
IAPSS Africa into a hub of human, intellectual and financial resources; and the consortia of
change pioneers across all spheres. However, the SHIFT Agenda under this new mandate will
be driven with more target orient and finesse. The following will be our priorities if handed the
mandate:

1. Expanding the IAPSS network to at least 20 African countries within the next 8 months. I
would work with our existing networks to expand the presence of IAPSS to other
countries in Africa where we have been less visible. We hope to have country
coordinators and functioning chapters in each of these countries.

2. Seeking more productive partnerships with sister organisations, CSOs and universities in
Africa. This will see us taking a forward leap in leading and supporting change
campaigns, advocacy agendas, and calls to action.

3. Establishing a more resilient and sustainable leadership structure. The pursuit of IAPSS
objectives in Africa, now and in the future, would be hinged on building a resilient
structure that would transcend generations. Thus, I would lead the mobilisation of
devoted volunteers, starting with the regional team, who will join in building IAPSS into a
formidable association with high relevance in Africa.

4. Increasing our internally generated revenue. In addition to existing funding streams
available within the IAPSS community, we will adopt new approaches to fundraising.

5. Creating new platforms of interactions with political elites towards driving impact in
political circles. We will drive this primarily through Student Unions and Student
Governments across the continent.


